
EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL

KILMARNOCK NORTH LOCAL COMMITTEE – 19 SEPTEMBER 2000

FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN NEW FARM LOCH AREA

Report by Director of Educational and Social Services

1.     PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To advise Members of the Local Committee of current and proposed
initiatives for young people in the New Farm Loch area.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1  At a previous Local Committee information was requested from the
Director of Educational and Social Services regarding provision of
facilities and initiatives for young people in the New Farm Loch area

2.2 Provision of facilities for community use fall within the remit of two Council
departments, Educational and Social Services and Community Services.

3. REPORT

3.1 Facilities

There are two Council run facilities within the New Farm Loch area.
These are operated by Community Services, Leisure Services.
q New Farm Loch Community Centre
q New Farm Loch Football Park.
Responsibility for the operation of the centre will transfer to Educational
and Social Services in the near future.

Although the Hunter Centre is not located within the New Farm Loch area
it has a full leisure time programme which is accessed by residents of
New Farm Loch.

3.2 Voluntary Organisations

There are a number of uniformed voluntary organisations operating in the
area.
St Kentigern’s Church – one night each week
- Boys Brigade
- Anchor Boys
- Girls Brigade
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Silverwood Primary
- Guides

Scout Hut – one night each week
- Scouts
- Cubs
- Beavers

Others
- Kay Park Boys Club -    under 14s

- under 12s
- St Joseph’s Dance Group
- St Joseph’s Netball Club
- Junior and Senior Youth Club - St Kentigern’s

During the summer months most youth groups suspended their meetings.

3.3  The Community Education Service aims to offer and provide educational
and training opportunities for young people particularly those who are
unemployed or have a low income.

Implicit in all the work of the service is the requirement to develop a youth
work curriculum in which all activities are negotiated with young people.
Young people attend all the activities voluntarily and are encouraged to
work together in tackling issues which affect their lives.

The aims of this process are to raise self esteem, to motivate young
people and  to offer them skills which can be transferred to other areas of
their lives.

3.4 Prior to the summer break a senior neighbourhood youth group operated
in the wing at St Joseph’s two nights each week and a youth group also
operated in St Matthew’s Primary, two nights each week, giving a total of
four nights each week of youth club service

3.5 At present, Community Education is linking with the New Farm Loch
Initiatives Group who have commissioned a survey with Paisley University
examining various aspects of community activity and attitude within the
area.

3.6  Consideration is being given to develop a youth initiative within the
New Farm Loch area which would involve community representatives,
activists and young people in a management committee which would
operate their own project with young people.  Resources used at present
to deliver the existing community education provision would be developed
in partnership with the community initiative.  This idea is at a very early
stage in its development and requires further discussion to progress the
initiative.

4. POLICY/LEGAL/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
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4.1 Nil

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that members of the Local Committee:
 

i)  recognise the current and developing initiatives for young people in
the New Farm Loch area; and

ii)  otherwise note the contents of the report

John Mulgrew
Director
31 August 2000

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS
Nil

Members wishing further information should contact Kay Gilmour, Head of
Community Support tel: (01563) 576104 or Anne Jackson, Principal Community
Education Officer, tel: (01563) 576126

AGENDA
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